BISMARCK'S CONFIDENCE

work and regulations, and discharged with skill and suc-
cess several diplomatic missions, including two of uni-
versal historical importance. He became so indispensable
to the Minister that the latter took him to Varzin for
several summers while on holiday. During the war
with. France Bucher was working with the Chancellor at
headquarters from the end of September up to the pre-
liminaries of peace, and also in 1871 on the conclusion
of the definitive treaty at Frankfurt. He kept the
minutes of the Berlin Congress in 1878. He wrote
a great number of the most important despatches and
memorials, as well as a pamphlet on the Cobden Club,
for which he had collected material in England. The
Chancellor very seldom made any alterations in his
work. As a matter of fact Bucher had from the begin-
ning understood him, and easily assimilated his views
of things in individual cases, while he had the further
advantage of being able to take down verbal communi-
cations in shorthand.

While in his official Ijfe Bucher enjoyed the high
esteem and full confidence of the Chief, whose example
was followed more or less willingly by others, he
experienced in later years considerable bitterness and
neglect, principally, but not exclusively, under the
Secretaries of State, von Billow and Hatzfeldt. He
finally asked for his discharge, not merely on account of
a-ge and illness, which were the ostensible motives. His
request was acceded to. He declined the proposal of the
Prince that he should retire into private life with the
title of Excellency, because "he could not then have
continued to stitch on his own buttons, or to stroll
about the Jungfernhaide with a botanist's impedimenta
on his back." Bucher, who was one of the truest of the
true, paid several long visits to the Prince after the